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PASS IN REVIEW  

From the quill of Lt. Colonel Pete Seielstad  

 

 

 

Itės official. We will be portraying the 21st Wisconsin for the battle of 

Chaplin Hills Kentucky.   Why call it the battle of Chaplin Hills, and not the 

battle of Perryville?  Simply said, because the sixty -five men who were killed 

or died of wounds are listed in the report as KIA at Chaplin Hills. I t must 

have been a sad day for the 2 1st  Wisconsin families who read the casualty 

report in the newspaper.  
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To be sure we will be green troops for this portrayal. Having mustered into 

US service on September 5 th  our Wisconsin boys found themselves in a bad  

position on October 8 th  1862. If you have time before the event in Perryville 

check out the 21 st Infantry, chapter 29 in E.B. Quinerės Military History of 

Wisconsin (1866).   

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/quine

r/id/16567  

 

This event should prove interesting, as the event 

organizer is attempting to form full -size Federal 

regiments. I think it a noble cause although with 

dimini shing numbers of re -enactors over the 

years, it may be difficult to come to realization.  

For those of us who have not participated in the 

Perryville event it is well to note that we will be 

on the same grounds as the actual battle. With 

this in mind, we s hould all be grateful knowing 

that these are hallowed grounds that we will tread 

upon.  

 

Iėd like to give you all a little push if youėre on the 

fence about attending the Perryville event. The 2 nd  

Wisconsin has committed to forming a single 

company of 40 m en. Thereės room on the bus, its fairly inexpensive and 

youėll be among your pards for a weekend. To add a bonus, Iėll be wearing a 

privateės uniform and carrying a rifle. What can be more fun than poking a 

few one -liners at the olė colonel? I can hear them now, ę Look the colonel is 

the only one in step.Ě  

 

Your obedient servant,  

Pvt. (Lt. Col.) Pete Seielstad  

 

 

http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/quiner/id/16567
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm/compoundobject/collection/quiner/id/16567
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CAMPAIGN SCHEDULES OF 

THE COMPANIES AND 

ASSOCIATION  

 

AUGUST 

6th & 7th 8th & 15th WI Skirmish (Skirmish Team) 

 

Boscobel, WI. 

27th & 28th Battle of Morseville (Co.K) 

  

Stockton, IL. 

        

REGIMENTAL DISPATCHES  

 

The Co rn f ie ld  

Saturday, O c to ber  8, 2016  

2:00PM  

This scenario simulates the events that took place at approximately 2:00 PM 

on Wednesday, October 8 th , 1862. While General Daniel Donelsonės brigade 

was moving forward into attack position, Brigadier General William R. 

Terrillės Union Brigade was in the process of forming their line on the 

ęOpen KnobĚ. Maneyės Brigade, assisted by Whartonės Cavalry, attacked 

with vigor, rolling over Terrillės regiments as they arrived on the field 

piecemeal. Union Brigadier General James S. Jackson, the Commander of 
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the 10th Division was killed on the open knob. The first Union position on 

the Open Knob was overrun and the Confederates moved up their artillery 

as their infantry line moved forward into the cornfield.   Here, the 

Confederates met Colonel John Starkweatherės veteran brigade. 

Starkweatherės only new regiment, the 21st Wisconsin, was positioned in the 

cornfield when the Confederates attacked. They were quickly overwhelmed, 

losing all their field officers. The retreating Confederates were pressed 

across the Dixville Road and a Hand -to -hand fight erupted on the front 

slope  in front of Starkweatherės cannon. The Union forces were driven from 

the hill, but regained it in a counter -attack. General Terrill was also killed 

on the reverse slope of ęStarkweather HillĚ. With the deaths of General 

Jackson, General Terrill, and Colon el Webster, the Union 10th Division lost 

all its commanders. This was the only time in the Civil War that this 

happened to a Division in a single battle.  

The corn planted in the cornfield is an heirloom corn breed, developed in 

Wisconsin in 1847. This bree d of corn, Wisconsin Red Dent, chosen and 

planted by the Friends of Perryville was done to honor the Wisconsin 

regiments involved in the Battle of Perryville.  

Bayonet thrusts and blows from the butts of our guns crashed on all 

sides.   We would drive them back a few yards, then we would in turn be 

driven. The very leaden hail, like rain -drops, and as thick, was poured 

into our very faces, fairly hurling us back.  

 Ĕ Sam Watkins, 1 st Tennessee Infantry  

I did not go far, however, before a musket or rifle ball struck me in my 

left leg just below the calf, breaking it, and passing clear through. I of 

course fell, and that finished my fighting. Shortly afterward, the re bels 

passed me by. One of them cut off my cartridge box and took it away 

from me. The shot and shell flew think over my head as I lay there, 

making it very unsafe."  

Ĕ Josiah Ayre, 105 th  Ohio Volunteer Infantry  

The 79 th  [PA] and 24th  [IL] were all enveloped  in smoke; the 

1st  Wisconsin I could not see on account of the corn. I looked for the 

front. All at once I saw a rebel flag, that is, the upper part of it above 

the cornstalks and not far away either. I sat down on my right knee 

and said as loud as I could : 'Boys be ready! They are coming'! They got 

on their knees; some looked forward, some back at me. Instinctively I 

yelled: 'Why don't we fire?' I looked to the right, [the] Colonel was not 

there; I looked to the left, [the] Major was not there. I leveled m y rifle 

at some butternut colored jacked which I saw among the stalks. 
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Instantly the Company followed suit. The Rebs staggered a little and in 

their turn saluted."  

Sunday, O cto ber  9, 2016  

The Fight for Bottomõs Barn 

 

1:00PM  

This scenario simulates the events that took place at approximately 3:00 PM 

on Wednesday, October 8th, 1862.   Since about 10:00 in the morning, 

William H. Lytleės brigade had taken up position on the right flank of Union 

1st Corps commanded by General Alex ander M. McCook.   The 3rd Ohio 

Volunteer Infantry, supported by the 15th Kentucky infantry, were 

positioned in Henry P. Bottomės barn yard overlooking Henry Bottomės 

House.   They were on the extreme right flank of 1st Corps.   Although 

arrayed in battle for mation, they didnėt expect to do battle that day.  They 

believed that, as had been the case for the last week, the Confederates were 

retreating to the northeast, towards Harrodsburg.   Since there appeared 

little threat to their front, another regiment, the  42nd Indiana, was sent 

forward to the semi -dry bed of Doctorės Creek to rest, boil some coffee, and 

fill their empty canteens in the drought -stricken area.    Suddenly, the calm 

was broken by a fusillade of Confederate artillery shot and shell landing all 

around.   Soon after, two heavily supported Confederate Infantry brigades 

came out of the woods and attacked towards the 3rd Ohio and the 15th 

Kentucky, driving the hapless 42nd Indiana in a panic from the creek bed.    

 

The Confederates had problems too.   Bushrod R. Johnsonės Confederate 

brigade was assigned to attack this area.   The Confederates became mixed 

and disorganized by the cliffs along the creek, just to the north of the road 

as well as other terrain features.   At the same time, another Confederate  

brigade under the command of Daniel W. Adams was approaching the area 

from the southeast. When these two brigades collided where the road 

crosses the creek, there was extra confusion causing them to fire at each 

other, both brigades thinking the other was  the enemy.   This was soon 

worked out and soon both Johnson and Adams began their coordinated 

attack on the 3rd Ohio and the 15th Kentucky.   There were just over 1,000 

Union soldiers in the barn yard, being attacked on three sides by almost 

3,500 veteran C onfederates.   As the 3rd Ohio was desperately trying to hold 

the line, Confederate artillery fire caught Henry Bottomės barn on fire.  The 

strong southerly wind blew the smoke right up the Union battle line.   Many 

wounded from the 3rd Ohio were too weak to  pull themselves out of the 

barn and perished in the flames.   Not only was the barn on fire, but the 
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drought -starved vegetation on the whole hillside was also in flames.    

 

The battle lines were only 60 yards apart.   The Confederates were protected 

by a st one wall, but the 3rd Ohio was protected only by a post and rail 

fence.   The 3rd Ohio held the line.   All the time, messengers from the 15th 

Kentucky were offering to advance from their reserve position and relieve 

the 3rd Ohio on the firing line.   After a bout 30 minutes of horrendous fire, 

the 3rd Ohio then acquiesced to the wishes of the Kentuckians and 

withdrew.   The 15th Kentucky then held the line behind the post and rail 

fence, the smoke from the burning barn still choked and blinded them. After 

about  another 30 minutes, the 15th Kentucky was forces back when some of 

Daniel Adamės men, using the creek for cover, positioned themselves behind 

the Yankees.   Bushrod Johnsonės supporting brigade, commanded by 

Patrick Cleburne, at about the same time, broke the Union positions more 

towards the north, forcing the entire Union line in that area to crumble and 

fall back.   The Confederates forced the Union soldiers back another third of 

a mile west to the Dixville Crossroads, where darkness ended the battle.   

The  two Union regiments suffered almost 400 casualties (40%).  

Our line was steadfastly maintained until the barn on our right, was 

fired by a shell from the enemyõs batteries, and in a few minutes the 

heat became so intense that my right was compelled to fall  back. After 

rallying we were relieved by the Fifteenth Kentucky, Colonel Curran 

Pope, and our ammunition being nearly exhausted, we retired to the 

bottom of the hill. Soon after I sent Companies A, D, and F to act in 

conjunction with two companies of the Fifteenth Kentucky in 

endeavoring to hold a fence which ran along the side of a field in which 

we had been fighting and perpendicular to our former line, but the fire 

of the enemyõs battery, combined with that of his infantry, was so 

deadly that these men were again ordered to retire.  

Ĕ Colonel John Beatty, 3rd Ohio Volunteer Infantry  

The firing of the regiment was kept up with overwhelming effect, and 

we had succeeded in driving the enemy entirely behind the stone fence. 

We saw them beginning to file aroun d our right, but our ammunition 

was exhausted, and the sun was down, and the enemy had passed to 

our rear in the fields on our left, so I faced the regiment about and 

marched it in good order to the foot of the hill where I united with the 

Third Ohio and f iled out into the road and marched back, and coming 

to the same place I had occupied in the morning, I turned them in there 

to rest themselves, and was placing them below the hill, for the brow 

was raked by cannon from both sides, but General Rousseau rode  up 

and desired them to be placed on the brow. I immediately faced the 

regiment about and marched it to the top and the hill and made it lie 

down.  
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Ĕ Colonel Curran Pope, 15th Kentucky Infantry  

We were by a small post -and -rail fence which had taken fire fro m the 

burning barn.    It was falling on our dead, and the kind -hearted rebel 

captain removed them and put the fire out.    I was a prisoner, with my 

left arm half torn off.  

 - Private A.J. Hearld, 3d Ohio Volunteer Infantry  

Three or four times the colors wo uld fall, but were no sooner down than 

they were raised again, by other hands.   Myself and three others were 

trying to shoot through a hole in the wall, and we were in each otherõs 

way.   So I told them to do the loading and I would do the shooting, and 

thu s we continued until the enemy fled.   I felt quite safe behind that 

wall.  

Ĕ W.C. Gipson, 17th Tennessee, Johnsonės Brigade 

The enemy's fire upon my regiment was heavy and incessant, but being 

well protected it suffered but little, while it delivered its fi re with 

coolness and precision. The engagement was thus continued until the 

enemy abandoned his position and our ammunition was exhausted. By 

your order I then detached a company and sent it back for 

ammunition, but before its return I was ordered by a sta ff officer, 

unknown to me, to move forward over the hill upon which one of our 

batteries was afterward placed. I had bayonets fixed and moved 

forward.  

 - Colonel A.B. Marks, 17th Tennessee Infantry, Johnson's Brigade  

Company H Report  

By 1st Sergeant Tony V ranicar  

 

While I must offer apologies for not having submitted a report for our 

company yet this year, but I am happy to relate that Company H is alive and 

well.   Our reenacting season is nearly over, with only two battle events and 

three living history events between now and October.   Our membership is 

up this year over last.  With the participation of potential new recruits and 

regular members, we have averaged eight rifles in the field at most events, 

in support of our West Coast club, the ACWA  
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I usua lly like to give our compatriots in Wisconsin some flavor of the 

activities we are involved with out here in California.  This time I am 

highlighting the event at Mariposa, which is held located a little west of 

Yosemite National Park.  Mariposa  is the Spa nish word for butterfly, and 

the locality was so named for the abundance of monarch butterflies back in 

the 1800ės.  Sadly, these days their numbers have seriously declined.  This 

event was held in the spring, while the grass was still knee -high, lush gree n 

and not at risk of igniting at the first cap -off before battle.  The event site is 

a wide open expanse of gently rolling hills surrounded by live -oaks and 

pines, ideal for sweeping infantry movements and cavalry charges.  The 

photos included here were ta ken by our unit photographer and civilian 

member, Jan Sparks.  

I thought it would be interesting to find out if there were any connections 

between the Mariposa and the Civil War.  Highly unlikely, I thought, but 

with a little digging I was surprised to find  several.  Certainly there were no 

battles fought there, nor even a pistol shot exchanged between sympathizers 

of each side.  The connections come through two famous people who resided 

there at some point in the mid 1800ės.  The first such notable individual was 

John C. Fremont, who as we all know, was a major general during the Civil 

War.  In 1849 Fremont authorized his agent to purchase a Mexican land 

grant near Mission San Jose, within viewing distance of the San Francisco 

Bay.  For some reason, his agen t purchased instead some property in the 

rugged Sierra Nevada foothills, in the area known as Las Mariposas .  

Fremont was not pleased, and demanded his money back.  Shortly 

thereafter, gold was discovered in California, and his ęuselessĚ property was 

sudde nly very valuable real estate.  That ownership, however, was 

apparently difficult to protect, given the hordes of gold seekers and mining 

companies that flooded the area. In spite of the many law suits he pursued 

over a period of ten years, this venture ma de him a rich man, for a time.  In 

1863 he sold his interest to New York banker, and his connection to 

Mariposa was ended.  

The other notable connection is Frederick Law Olmstead, who is considered 

by many to be the father of American landscape architecture .  Prior to the 

Civil War, he worked as journalist for the New York Daily Times .  He 

travelled extensively in the South and reported insightfully on the institution 

of slavery and its impact on Southern society, as the following quote 

demonstrates:  
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òThe citizens of the cotton States, as a whole, are poor. They work little, 

and that little, badly; they earn little, they sell little; they buy little, 

and they have little ð very little ð of the common comforts and 

consolations of civilized life.ó 

By 1859 he wa s already well known for having co -designed Central Park in 

New York and becoming its first director.  At the start of the Civil War, he 

became Executive Secretary of the U.S. Sanitary Commission, and helped 

organize the care of wounded Union soldiers in W ashington.  

So how on earth did he come to be in Mariposa?  Since Yosemite is just a 

figurative stoneės throw away from Mariposa, there was certainly no need 

for a park designer there.   Well, when General Fremont sold his Mariposa 

mining company to a New York banker, that banker hired Olmstead to 

move out to California to manage the property.   Either because Olmstead 

was not a mining engineer, or because the mines just played out, the 

company went bankrupt by 1865 and was sold off by the sheriff.  Olmstea d 

then returned to New York and resumed his career in landscape 

architecture.  One of the many notable urban parks he designed was the 

Grand Necklace of Parks in Milwaukee.  So, not only does our Mariposa site 

have a connection to the Civil War, but it als o has a link to Wisconsin as 

well.   

So ends my long winded report, to make up for the Company H telegraph 

silence hereto for.  

Respectfully,  

Tony Vranicar,  

First Sergeant, Company H  

 

ATTENTION TO ORDERS  

 

From Head Quarters  

First Federal Division  

Robert M inton, Commanding  

8th day of July, Year of Our Lord, Two Thousand and Sixteen  

 



11 
 

 

General Order No. 2  

I.  The 2 nd  Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry are as fine a body of 

Fighting Men as to be found in President Lincolnės Army 

and have struggled long and hard to end t his terrible 

Rebellion.  

II.  Under normal Circumstance, Condition, and Event they 

have been Brigaded with the 1 st Federal Division, of recent 

fame.  

III.  After much careful Consideration and Thought it has been 

decided that they will temporarily be transferred to the 

Command of the Army of the French Broad, under the 

strong leadership of Colonel Shane Miles ĕanother 

outstanding unit that has Proven itself ti me and again to 

be of the utmost valour and highest Esprit.  

IV.  Therefore, by order of the Commander, the 2 nd  WVI and 

all such soldiers of the Black Hats who align themselves 

with the 2 nd  will be placed on temporary duty under the 

aforementioned Army of the F rench Broad and reform as 

the 15 th  Kentucky.  

V.  This entire formation under the grasp of Colonel Miles is 

also to be temporarily split off from her Mother Division 

in a Tactical Maneuvre that is certain to put Braxton 

Braggės Rebellious Rabble to Rout! 

VI.  (Put i n more succinct terms ĕthe 2 nd  WI and members of 

the Black Hats will fall in with the AFB, and the AFB and 

1FD will be separated for this event.)  

VII.  Finally, the Colonel Commanding reiterates his previous 

order to the Adjutant viz. confiscating Alcoholic or 

Spirituous liquids.  

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

Yėr Obėdt Sėvt 

Liet. Mel Glover, Acting Adjutant  

 

Perryvil le 2016 Nat io n al Tr ip  

 

By the time the Fugelman  is delivered this will be out of date as far as 

getting oneõs payment to Dave Sielski for the National event. 
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General Info:   Bus will depart Wisconsin on Thursday morning October 6th 

returning on Monday October 10 th . We will stay overnight at a hotel on 

Thursday evening and again on Sunday night on our way back. Attendees 

will have the option of a one to 4 person room. Price will include cost of the 

bus and lodging based on the type of room you select.  

First Step:  A deposit of $100 per person & this form will need to be received 

by July 15th  to reserve a seat on the bus; payments can be made payable to 

Co. E Secon d Wisconsin and sent to the address below. $100 payment will 

be put towards the cost of your trip. Final payment will be due by September 

15 th . 

Departure times on October 6 th : 

Green Bay: 8 A.M., Fond du lac: 9:15 A.M., Madison 10:30 A.M.  

Please fill out the info below and return with your deposit:  

Name___________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________ 

Email address_____________________________ 

Select Pick Up point:   ____ Green Bay ____ Fond Du Lac   ____ Madison  

Single: $390    Double: $290  Triple: $270   Quad: $260  

Please contact me by phone or email with any questions that you may have 

at 920 -660 -2449 or dsielski@greenbay.gannett.com . 

Send payments made payable to Co.E Second  Wisconsin to the following 

address:  

Dave Sielski  

2316 Serenade Ln  

Green Bay, WI. 54301  

 

You will also need to register on your own for the event, the website address 

is below, when registering list the following info:  

http://www.perryvillebattlefield.org/  

Battalion: First Federal Division. Unit name: 2nd Wisconsin.  

 

mailto:dsielski@greenbay.gannett.com
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IMPRESSION GUIDELINES FOR THE 

PERRYVILLE EVENT ñU.S. INFANTRY  

 

The following guidelines have been developed by the organizers of the event 

to ensure historical accuracy and enhance the quality of the event for 

reenacters and spectators alike.  

MILITARY LIVING HISTORY PARTICIPANT GUIDELINES  

These guidelines were designe d as a typical impression of a private in the 

Army of the Ohio.  The guidelines are typical of soldiers who served in the 

Western Theater during the war.  As living historians it is important to 

strive for an accurate portrayal of the soldiers and civilian s from 1861 -1865 

for the benefit of visitors and to enhance the reenacterės experience. 

PRIMARY IMPRESSION  

The following infantry regiments will be portrayed during the weekend:  

¶ 105 th  Ohio Volunteer Infantry  

¶ 21 st Wisconsin Infantry  

¶ 15 th  Kentucky Volunteer Infantry  

¶ 3 rd  Ohio Volunteer Infantry  

¶ 42 nd  Indiana Infantry  

FEDERAL UNIFORMS AT PERRYVILLE  

The frock coat was commonly issued to troops in the fall of 1862.  Soldiers 

also wore sack coat s and blouses  as well.  Another jacket issued to Ohio 

troops was a state issued short coat.   
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Private Christain Wienman -21 st Wisconsin Infantry  

Killed in action -Perryville, Kentucky  
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Private William Howard   Private Henry Hunter  

105 th  Ohio Infantry    42 nd  Indiana Infantry  

Killed in action -Perryville   Killed in action -Perryville  

 

Private Reuben Hunter  

42 nd  Indiana Infantry  
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MINIMUM STANDARDS & GUIDELINES  

JACKETS  

¶ Enlisted mens frock coat  

¶ State issue jackets (Ohio, Illinois,  New York, Indiana)  

¶ Federal issue c ampaign blouse  

BUTTONS  

¶ Federal eagle b uttons  

¶ State buttons  

TROUSERS  

¶ Federal issue sky blue  

¶ Federal issue dark blue  

¶ Suspenders of civilian pattern, cotton webbing, canvas or ticking with 

either button holes or leather tips with tin or brass buckles  

SHIRTS  

¶ Federal issue ĕdomet ĕflannel shirt  

¶ Civilian woven checks or strips, period prints  

DRAWERS  

Military issue or civilian style in cotton or wool flannel if worn  

HEAD GEAR  

¶ Forage cap  

¶ Hardee hat  

¶ Slouch hat  

FOOTWEAR  

¶ Brogans  

¶ Military or civilian pattern boot  

¶ Wool o r cotton socks, white or natural color  

EYEWEAR OR GLASSES  

Spectacles were not common among the soldiers.  If one can avoid wearing 

glasses they should do so.  Contact lenses would also be appropriate.  Of you 
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must wear glasses they must be 19 th  century pat tern glasses.  No modern 

glasses may be worn during living history events.  

CIVILIAN ATTIRE  

Civilian attire should be extremely limited.  Some soldiers (very few) might 

have worn civilian clothing such as shirts and under clothing, but mist 

clothing would have been military issued items.  

PERSONAL EFFECTS  

Personal items are an excellent way to enhance oneės impreession.  

Whatever items one may select remember you have to carry them!  

¶ Comb  

¶ Toothbrush  

¶ Pocket knife  

¶ Housewife  

¶ Wallet  

¶ Handkerchief  

¶ Vests  

¶ Paper  

¶ Writing instruments  

¶ Playing cards  

¶ Game pieces  

¶ Books or newspapers  

¶ Mirror  

During the Perryville campaign many of the troops were new to the 

military.  A ęfresh fishĚ look would be appropriate for reenacters. 

APPEARANCE  

In addition to the appropriate Living History equipment and material, it 

must be used and worn correctly.  Pants and waist belts were worn at the 

real waist (i.e. the naval)  and not at the hips; clothes were not form fitting; 

haversack and canteen straps were adjusted so that those items did n ot slap 

the soldier on the back of the legs or buttocks on the march; haversacks 

carried food and individual mess equipment (including the tin cup if there 

was room) and not personal items;  personal items were carried in pockets 

and knapsacks; hats and co ats were worn whenever in public; pants were 
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rarely worn tucked into socks.  By adopting the appropriate 19 th  century use 

and appearance, the Living history impression is remarkably improved.  

Kentucky was enduring a major drought during the fall of 1862.  Federals 

and Confederates were on lengthy marches on incredibly dusty roads.  They 

would be extremely dirty.  Their uniforms were brand new, but dust and 

dirt would be abundantly obvious on their person and clothing.  

TENTAGE AND CAMPS  

There is no documenta tion of soldiers either Confederate or Union camping 

with ęcanvasĚ at Perryville.  Tents are documented for higher ranking 

officers only.  (majors, colonels, and generals)  

ę. . . we have just received orders to be ready to march at any moment with 

two days  rations in our knapsacks.  Our tents to be left behind all but three 

in a regiment.Ě ĔPvt. Jon Morse, 105 th  OVI  

Shelter halves do not appear in the Western Theater until the end of 

December, 1862.  

This does not mean you canõt have a tent!  You can  have a tent.   This is 

just historical information . . .  

Recommended:  Federal ęrubber blanketsĚ or ęgum blanketsĚ 

If you use a tent the organizers encourage the use of an A -frame or 

Sibley tent.  

The use of modern inappropriate material (cigarettes -modern eyeglas sesĕ

watches ĕmodern food containers ĕsoda cans or plastic bottles ĕsleeping 

bagsĕcoolers ĕabsolutely no cell phones are to be visible at any time).  All 

Kentucky State Park rules and regulations must be followed.  

Military camps are for military personnel only ĕthe only acceptable civilians 

are laundresses, contract cooks and refugees.  If a civilian wants to be in the 

military camp it is necessary to get the permission  of military commanders.  

It is the responsibility for all military participants to attend required 

drill and be aware of the military schedule.  

CAMP EQUIPAGE  

Each soldier should carry a period tin cup, knofe, fork, spoon and tin plate.  

More extensive cooking items such as period individual frying pans (even 
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improvised ones from old canteens) a re not necessary and should be very 

limited.  Cooking during the Kentucky Campaign was done in messes (four 

or five to fifteen men) sharing the cooking duties and using large cooking 

utensils such as kettles, camp kettles, frying pans, ciffee pots, dutch o vens, 

large spoons and forks, butcher knives, mess pans, wooden water buckets, 

axes, etc.  These large items were carried in the regimental baggage wagons 

which accompanied the troops except in the presence of the enemy.  They 

were often packed in wooden b oxes serving as mess chests.  When the 

soldiers were issued rations (normally in three to five day increments), the 

baggage wagons with the cooking utensils were present except on rare 

occasions.  In some units, the soldiers assigned to the wagon trains di d the 

cooking and the rations were delivered cooked to the troops in the ranks.  

FLAGS  

All flags shown on the field must be pre -approved at least one month in 

advance by Park Management.  

ORDNANCE AND ORDNANCE STORES  

M1855 or M1861 ęSpringfieldĚ pattern .58 caliber rifle -musket  

M1853 Type III (.58) caliber Enfield 3 band rifle musket  

Side -arms only for officers and cavalry impressions.  

ACCOUTREMENTS  

Cartridge box and cartridge box belt  

M1855/61 box and tins  

Enfield box and tins  

M1842 box and tins  

CAP BOX  

M184 5/50 pattern Enfield style  

WAIST BELT AND WAIST BELT PLATE  

State buckles  

U.S. 
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Waist belt should be appropriate Federal issue and appropriate to the 

buckle.  

BAYONET AND SCABBARD  

Appropriate for the weapon and bayonet being carried.  

KNAPSACKS  

No knapsack  

ęWe only took our blankets with us in the clothing lone leaving our 

knapsacks in our tents a guard left of those who were not able to 

march. . . .Ě  Pvt. Josiah Ayresĕ105 th  OVI , Co. E  

¶ Double bag pattern  

Other Common period patterns.  

Numerous primary resources  cite that knapsacks were dropped by 

many Union regiments before entering battle.  It would be reasonable 

to see several soldiers without knapsacks.  An accurate impression 

would be to leave knapsacks in camp under guard before assembling  

for the battle.  

CANTEENS  

Federal pattern ĕsmooth side  

Other common period pattern  

ęBullseyeĚ canteens are post Perryville and not appropriate for the 

impression.  

Straps should be cotton, cotton webbing, or leather sown together or with 

buckle or button.  As few as two -third s or one half of the men need to carry 

canteens  

HAVERSACKS  

Appropriate black Federal pattern  

BLANKETS  

Union issue blanket  

Blanket made from period pattern wool  
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The amount of civilian blankets should be extremely minimal .  The 

Federal Army as it marched tow ard Perryville discarded blankets all the 

way.  The 24 th  Wisconsin left Louisville with red wool blankets, but tossed 

them into the ditch along the march.  These blankets were quickly picked up 

by veteran infantrymen who then discarded their old Federal is sue ęrattyĚ 

blankets.  

GUM BLANKETS/GROUND CLOTH  

Any appropriate Federal issue gum blanket  

NONCOMMISSIONED OFFICERS  

Noncommissioned officers were important to the functioning of the line of 

battle in combat.  The ratio of sergeants to privates was about one  to seven 

or eight and the ratio for corpora ls was about one to nine.  Living History 

companies should manifest about the same ratio.  Noncommissioned officers 

should know the drill and duties expected of them.  

OFFICERS  

The general ratio of commissioned officers to noncommissioned officers and 

enlisted men in the campaign averaged one to ten.  Companies typically had 

three, sometimes two, of their four authorized officers.  Therefore, if there 

are ten or more soldiers, it would be appropriate to have an o fficer 

represented , probably a second lieutenant.  With twenty or more soldiers, 

there should be one or two officers. A first or second lieutenant.  Thirty to 

forty soldiers should have a captain and two lieutenants.  

COMMAND STRUCTURE AND COMPANY/BATTALIO N SIZE  

Park staff will designate an overall command structure who will portray 

field grade officers.  Other field grade officers will be acceptable if the 

minimum amount of participants is reached to constitute a battalion.  

The average size of a Union infa ntry regiment at Perryville was 559 men 

each.  The smallest was the 44 th  Illinois Infantry with 290 men.  The largest 

Union regiment was the 24 th  Wisconsin Infantry with 1,024 men.  Thus, 

companies should have a captain and 1 or two lieutenants.  

In order t o adequately represent the Union Army in the field ĕ

organizations portraying a company must contain a minimum if 20 men.  

Battalions must consist of at last three companies.  
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Individuals and unattached messes are welcome and invited to participate.  

We will  work with you to find an appropriate regiment/battalion.  

Confederate to Federal ratios will be 5 CSA  to 3 USA men.  This means that 

for every 5 Confederate participants there must be 3 Federal participants.  

Registration for CSA participants will be cappe d at 500 until Federal 

registration reaches 300.  At that time we will allow participants to register 

as long as the 5 to 3 ratio is maintained.  

MINIMUM AGE TO PARTICIPATE ĕTO CARRY A WEAPON AT THE 

BATTLE OF PERRYVILLE YOU MUST BE AT LEAST 16 YEARS OLD.  NO  

EXCEPTIONS!  

 

FROM THE CAMPS OF THE 

COMPANIES OF THE SECOND 

WISCONSIN  

 

INFANTRY  

 

COMPANY E  

 

 

Winchester Whirlwind 
Dear Sally,  
 

This war will go on and on! I have lost faith in our leadership as we have 
bin ingloriously run out of yet another small town. These esquires seem more 
concernd about puttn on airs, polishn brass and self promoshun. As the papers have 
ritn, Pres. Lincoln says; òthe bottom is out of the tub!ó  

Our company again was orderd to quell some renegade band of hooligans 
near the small town of Winchester. At first our stay seemd peaceful enuf as the 
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town folk were a charitable and gracious host. They had falln on some hard times 
as the reb bushwackers had recently carryd off most of their belongns.  

When not patrolln the nearby countryside we were allowd to visit the town. 
On one such jawnt I watchd a church aucshun of what appeard army blankets and 
other such government issue. A federal captn seemd to be doin the peddln. When I 
askd a fine young lass the nature of the gathern, she statd that the yankee officer 
was a Captn Angus Riley who had recently arrivd to see to the welfare of the 
citizens of Winchester. He had donatd many items to the First Congregational 
Church which in turn held many such aucshuns to raise money for the poor and 
destitute. She pointd out a very distinguishd lady standn near the captn as one Ms 
Carla Blood who was a prominent member of the church. She spoke of the Lady 
Blood with reverence and awe. All seemd ryt in the world until a squad of soldiers 
led by a provost Lt, broke up the gathern and arrestd Captn Riley. Protests and 
chants of òFree Riley, Free Rileyó soon echoed thru the village square. Good will 
and harmony was torn asunder by the hevy hand of the federal leadership. Such 
acshun makes me feel poorly about our worthy cause, for if it is not to at leest help 
the oppressd, is such blood shed just!  

A Sabbath morn tempest arose and stole away many a slumber keeping. Sally 
I have had my share of nytmares since joinin the Legions of Lincoln, but none so as 
starrn up at me pard Jubal Moodyõs whiskered features as he shivered me  
timbers. We made our way to a nearby cottage to take refuge in the cellar. The 
whirlwind subsided soon after and we returnd to our tents of which bore the 
onslawt stoutly.  

Later that Sabbath the sound of thunder, not of natureõs rending, but of 
cannon, soon rolld into Winchester. The rebs we had bin seekn, soon was speekn! 
We were postd along a split rail fence just outside of town as we exchangd musket 
fire with the rebs who was in a nearby woods. The cannon barrage was countr 
battery so we were spard such inferno for a spell.  

It was tolerable until the reb cannons took out ours. They soon redeployd 
ther big guns and we was soon recõn ther bloody Sabbath offerns. A direct hit on 
our ryt flank breechd our lines thru which the rebs attackd mytly. It was the start 
of the camptown races once again. With all lost, many of us chose flyt to fyt. I am 
still fleet a foot, pa ð not so much! He was soon cradled in the arms of the 
confederacy.  
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Our company has sincd returnd to Ft Howard to refit for another go which 
we are certain will happen sooner than later. Kind providence still smiles upon me 
as I still stride atop the sod!  

 
Your Brother,  
 
Stephan  
 
Ps - Pa was not long in the custody of the rebs as he has returnd. He says his 
incessant requests of laudanum and whiskey found him bound and gaged on the 
roadside. A nearby farmer freed him and cartd his haggard arse back to us, praise 
be!  

COMPANY H  

 

Below you will find an excellent photo essay submitted with the report 

from our comrades in Company H.  The written report by 1 st Sergeant 

Vranicar was brilliantly written.  We at the Fugelman are grateful for both 

the written report and the photos from our Western most comrades!  

Thank you Tony Vranicar for your work on behalf of your company 

and sharing it with your Wisconsin brothers and sisters!  
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COMPANY K  

 

THE BATTLE OF MORSEVILLE, STOCKTON. ILLINOIS 

 
On the weekend of August 28 th  and 29 th , 2016, the members of 

Company K will be on campaign in Stockton, Illinois.  This year will mark 

the 18 th  annual event.  The event which has been traditionally held in 

October has been moved to August this year with the demise of the Boscobel 

event.   The event is held on a farm near Stockton, Illinois, and there are 

very few modern distractions at the event location.   Stockton is located 

between Rockford and Galena in Northwest Illinois.  

The adddress for the event is 1130 3 E. Schuller Road, Stockton, 

Illinois.  If you are traveling South take US20 one mile east of Stockton, 

turn south on Curtiss Road and then west (right) on E. Schuller Road.  The 

organizers report that there will an abundance of signage to guide you to th e 

event.  

Registration for reenacters for the event can be found at 

http://www.stocktoncivilwar.com/reenactors/  

http://www.stocktoncivilwar.com/reenactors/
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The organizers highly suggest that reenacters bring a lantern, candles 

or some other light source since the event takes place on a 40 acre farm and 

there are no other sources of light on the grounds.  When darkness falls, it 

can be very dark indeed. A trip to the port -a-potties could be challenging in 

the night!  

There will be two battles d uring the weekend and so one should carry 

40 rounds to get through the weekend.  

Below you will find the schedule for the event.   

Saturday -  August 27, 2016 

9 am  
Grounds 

Open  
Everywhere!  

All Day  
Farmer's 

Market  
Sutler's Row  

All Day  
Civil War 

Merchants  
Sutler's Row  

10:00 

am  
Drills  

Union Camp & Confederate 

Camp  

11:15 

am  

First 

Person 

Contest  

Stage 

Noon  
Barb 

Sorenson 

Singing  
Stage 

12:30 

pm  
Pie Auction  Stage 

1:00 pm  

General 

Grant 

Presents  

Stage 

1:30 pm  
Skillet Toss  

(50/50)  
Battlefield  

2:15 pm  

Artillery 

Dress 

Parade  

  

3:00 pm  Battle  Battlefield  

5 - 7 pm  Gates Closed  

7:00 pm  Dance  Stage 

8:30 pm  Night Fire  Battlefield  
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Sunday - August 28, 2016  

8:00 

am  

Coffee, Juice 

& Rolls for 

Reenactors  

Entrance Tent  

9 am  Grounds Open  Everywhere!  

All Day  
Farmer's 

Market  
Sutler's Row  

All Day  
Civil War 

Merchants  
Sutler's Row  

9:30 

am  

Church 

Service  
Stage 

10:15 

am  

Baseball 

Game  
Confederate Camp  

11 am  

Bob 

Sorenson 

Singing  

Stage 

Noon  
General Grant 

Presents  
Stage 

1:30 

pm  
Battle  Battlefield  

3:00 

pm  

Raffle 

Drawings  
Stage 

3:00 pm  Camp Closes  

  

  

ARTILLERY  

 

 


